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TWO WASHINGTON, D.C., AREA MEN CONVICTED ON DRUG
CHARGES

TOPEKA, Kan. — United States Attorney Eric Megren announced that Norman A.
Parada, 26, Woodbridge, Virginia, and John E. McNeill, 31, Washington, D.C., were both
convicted today in U.S. Didrict Court in Topeka, Kansas, following a four day jury trid. Parada
and McNelll were each convicted of one count conspiracy to distribute more than 100 grams
(more than 3.53 ounces) of PCP and one count of possesson with the intent to distribute more
than 100 grams of PCP.

Melgren stated that according to evidence presented at trid, on March 12, 2003, Parada
and McNall were in a van that was stopped on /70 near Junction City for a traffic violation.
Law enforcement officers ran a drug dog around the van and when the dog aerted to the presence
of illegd drugs, the vehicle was searched and officers found a gdlon of liquid that contained
agoproximately 340 grams (gpproximately 12 ounces) of pure PCP. The PCP had a street value
of approximately $400,000. DEA agents determined that Parada and McNeill had traveled from
Washington, D.C., to Los Angdes, Cdifornia, to pick up the PCP and were transporting it back
to the D.C. area when they were stopped.

Parada and McNell each face a minmum of twenty years and a maximum of life in
federa prison, without parole, on the charges.  Sentencing is set for February 23, 2004, a 9:00
am.

Melgren commended the excellent work of the Junction City Police Department, the
Geary County Sheiff's Department, the Kansas Highway Petrol, and the Drug Enforcement
Adminigration in this invedigaion and Assgant U.S Attorney James Brown in this
prosecution.
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